Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 03755 241338Z 

44 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 PRS-01 SAM-01 SP-02 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 /037 W 

028148 

R 232219Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8283 
INFO AMCONSUL CALI 
AMCONSUL MEDELLIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BOGOTA 3755 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: OVIP CO 

SUB J : CANCELLATION OF SECRETARY'S VISIT 
REF: STATE 92197 

1. ONLY PRESS REACTION TO CANCELLATION OF SEC'S VISIT APPEARED 
IN APRIL 23 BOGOTA'S EL TIEMPO, IN REGULAR COLUMN WRITTEN BY 
TIEMPO DIRECTOR ROBERTO GARCIA PENA, RESPECTED, MODERATE, 
KUUALLY PRO-US COMMENTATOR. GARCIA WRITES "THE DECISION, 
APPARENTLY DETERMINED BY THE PAINFUL SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA, IS NEVERTHELESS INDICATIVE OF THE LITTLE INTEREST WHICH 

A POSSIBLE POLICY OF RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO AMERICAS 
AWAKENS IN WASHINGTON. THESE COUNTRIES DO NOT COUNT IN THE US 
INTERNATITJAL BALANCE BECAUSE (THE US) WELL KNOWS THAT THEY CAN 
RELY WHEN NECESSARY ON THE OBSEQUIOUS COLLABORATION OF OUR 
GOVERNMENTS AND IT IS OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE TO TREAT THEM WITH A 
...SENSE OF SOLIDARITY. DESPITE THAT BELIEF THE TRUTH IS THAT 
LATIN AMERICA IS AWAKENING TO A NEW POSITION, MORE INDEPENDENT 
AND AUTONOMOUS, AND NO LONGER PLAYS, WITHIN THE NORTH AMERICAN 
ORBIT, THE SUBMISSIVE SATELLITE IT WAS UNTIL A FEW YEARS AGO." 

2. SUBJECT OF VISIT'S CANCELLATION WAS RAISED WITH FONMIN LIEVANO 
BY COLOMBIAN POLITICIANS AT DINNER PARTY AT AMBASSADOR'S 
RESIDENCE LAST NIGHT. LIEVANO AVOIDED COMMENT. 
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